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		Institutional Review Board
	

	
		
The Kalamazoo College Institutional Review Board (IRB) reviews and approves all research involving human subjects conducted by Kalamazoo College faculty,  students or staff. All federally funded colleges and universities are  required by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to  have IRBs in order to protect the human subjects of research, and to ensure that the college researchers are complying with the relevant  federal regulations and ethical guidelines outlined by the Office for  Human Research Protections (OHRP).





 The first principle of research is to do no harm, however, historically, this principle has not always been followed, thus IRB exists. Doing research, working with human subjects, is a privilege and is one that should not be abused. IRB  protects who is being researched, interviewed, observed; IRB also protects the researcher and the institution to which he/she belongs. For  more  information on the history of IRB and why it is necessary, please  see: 




	The Office for Human Research Protections
	Fordham University’s list of Centers and Institutes
	The OHA article on Oral History, Human Subjects, and Institutional Review Boards





The IRB ethics and 
application process is not busy work, nor should it be viewed as a 
nuisance. Rather, the process is another learning opportunity, during 
which one becomes familiar with the ethics of human research. At the 
same time IRB encourages the researcher to become more familiar with 
his/her research project, and this is another opportunity to really 
think through your projects’ goals, feasibility and importance.




For more information on the procedures and policies of Kalamazoo College’s Institutional Review Board, please see our policy manual.




All individuals involved in collecting data from human subjects must complete ethics training.




IRB Representatives

Submit your IRB application to the person responsible for your area:
Max Cherem (Physical Sciences, Economics/Business)
Tris Faulkner (Languages, Cross-Disciplinary Projects)
Kelly Frost (Humanities, Fine Arts)
Brittany Liu (IRB chair; Anthropology/Sociology, Psychology, Political Science)
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